
 

Reception Vocabulary Progression 

 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 To use To hear To use To hear To use To hear To use To hear To use To hear To use To hear 

English 
 
 
 
 
 
 - Ready, Steady, Write 
vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Story Language 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning 

sound, 

letter 

 

 

 

Tagged, 

superhero

, wish, 

real-life, 

sneaky, 

brave, 

perfect 

Pencil grip 

Seating 

position,  

 

 

Blue, 

suddenly, 

realised, 

loyal, 

introduce, 

lonely,, 

mission, 

side-kick, 

checklist, 

audition, 

daunted 

 

Soon, So, 

Once 

upon a 

time, 

Suddenly 

End sound 

Spelling 

finger, 

capital 

letter, 

 

Yummy, 

peep, axe, 

cloak, 

tiptoed, 

journey, 

forest, 

growled, 

plan 

 

 

 

 

Soon, So 

Letter 

formation 

 

 

 

 

Cunning, 

gobbled, 

fearsome, 

cottage, 

shortcut, 

spare, 

nightdress

, peeped, 

leapt 

 

 

 

Once 

upon a 

time, 

Suddenly 

Middle 

sound 

Segment, 

word, 

 

 

Searched, 

whirl, 

sparkled, 

treasure, 

owner, 

special, 

loved, 

shinier 

 

 

 

 

Once 

upon a 

time, 

Suddenly 

Writing on 

the line 

 

 

 

 

Precious, 

glum, 

spiral, 

tickly, 

glittery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, 

Later that 

night 

Digraph, 

full stop 

 

 

 

 

Blustery, 

spotted, 

nudge, 

shore, 

washed 

up, 

belonged, 

sneak, 

 

 

 

 

 

Once 

upon a 

time, 

Suddenly, 

Then, 

Capital 

letter 

 

 

 

 

Curious, 

unwind, 

roam, 

raged, 

wondered,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later that 

night 

Finger 

space, 

sentence, 

 

 

 

Crab, 

rockpool, 

legs, 

claws, 

bucket, 

shells, 

plastic, 

paper, 

glass, 

metal, 

rubbish, 

beach, sea 

 

Once 

upon a 

time, next, 

later that 

day 

Full stop 

 

 

 

 

 

Habitat, 

sea 

creatures, 

algae, 

recycling, 

crunchy, 

crashing, 

glistening, 

ocean, 

tide, 

ashore, 

environme

nt 

Then one 

day 

Trigraph, 

question 

mark 

 

 

 

Disappear

ed, 

delighted, 

peered, 

wondered, 

underneat

hdoorway, 

guarding 

 

 

 

 

Once 

upon a 

time, next, 

later that 

day, Then 

one day 

Ascender 

Descender 

 

 

 

 

Pondered, 

remarkabl

e 



Maths same, 
different,  
matching 
pattern,  
set, odd 
one out, , 
the same 
amount, 
most, 
fewest,  
Big, 
small,  
taller, 
shorter, 
tallest, 
shortest, 
full, 
empty, 
heavy, 
light,  

Match, 
pair, sort, 
compare, 
matching 
size, 
matching 
colour, 
matching 
outline, 
more, 
fewer, 
equal 
groups. 
long, 
short, 
thick, 
thin, 
equal 
weights, 
repeating 
pattern. 

1, 2, 3, 
count, 
dice, 
different, 
dots, 
fewer, 
match, 
more, 
number,  
order, 
same,  
less, set,  
five-
frame, 
whole, 
part 
Above, 
around, 
behind, 
below, 
circle,  in, 
in front, 
large, 
medium, 
next to, 
on, over, 
pointy, 
round, 
same, 
shape, 
small, 
sort, 
straight, 
through, 
triangle, 
under 
Altogeth
er, count, 
0, 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 
same, 
not the 

altogethe
r, 
combine, 
compare, 
loose 
parts, 
one less, 
one 
more, 
subitise, 
represen
t, 
‘almost’ 
circle, 
‘almost 
triangle’, 
beside, 
between, 
compare, 
corner, 
curved, 
different, 
face, flat, 
orientati
on, 
numeral, 
quantity, 
total, 
arrange
ment, 
arrange, 
represen
t, 
partition, 
night, 
day, 
today, 
tomorro
w, 
‘almost’ 
square, 
‘almost’ 

0, 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 
count, 
five-
frame, 
parts,  
sets, 
staircase 
patterns, 
subitise, 
whole, 
zero. 
Lighter 
than, 
heavier 
than, 
heaviest, 
lightest, 
equal 
float, 
sink, full, 
empty, 
tall, 
more, 
most, 
less, 
least,  6, 
7, 8, 
subitise, 
count, 
pair, 
combine, 
groups, 
dice, 
dominoe
s, , one 
less, one 
more,  

count 
back, 
count on, 
one 
more, 
one less, 
represen
t, scales, 
balanced, 
mass, 
narrow, 
deep, 
shallow, 
wide, 
greatest 
capacity, 
smallest 
capacity. 
ten-
frame, 
part-
whole 
model, 
five-wise 
pattern, 
pair-wise 
pattern, 
even, 
odd 
composit
ion, 
number 
line, 
double, 
symmetr
y, mirror. 

Long, 
short, 
longest, 
shortest, 
longer, 
shorter, 
length, 
tall, 
short, 
tallest, 
taller, 
compare,  
today,  
tomorro
w, time,  
after, 
before, 
timer, 
evening, 
morning, 
week, 
weekend
,  9, 10, 
ten-
frame, 
subitise,  
compare, 
same, 
more, 
fewer, 
order, 
one less, 
one 
more,   
odd, 
even. 2D 
shapes,  
stack, 
roll, flat, 
curved, 
cube, 
cuboid, 

height, 
measure, 
calendar, 
yesterda
y first, 
next, 
finally,, 
sequence
. 
conceptu
al 
subitising 
bonds to 
10, 
bonds to 
10 (3 
parts), 
arrange
ment, 
doubles 
to 10,, 
3D 
shapes, 
complex 
patterns, 

10, 11, 
12, 13, 
14, 15, 
16, 17, 
18, 19, 
20, ten-
frame,  
number 
shapes,  
cube 
towers,  
represen
t, build,   
match, 
count, 
before, 
after, 
count on, 
count 
back. 
Add 
more, 
addition, 
first, 
then, 
now, 
altogethe
r, count 
on, one 
more, 
two 
more,   
take 
away, , 
how 
many 
left, 
count 
back, one 
less, two 
less. 2D 
shapes, 

full 10, 
part 10, 
rekenrek, 
bead 
string, 
numerals
, beyond, 
number 
track, 
100 
square, 
counting 
patterns, 
number 
stories, 
subtracti
on 
rotate, 
turn, flip, 
compose
, 
decompo
se. 

Double, 
equal,   
share,  
unequal, 
set, left 
over, 
same, 
different, 
altogethe
r 
Repeatin
g 
pattern, 
build,  
above, 
below, 
on top, 
next to, 
under, in 
front, 
behind. 
Number 
story, 
explore, 
try, 
explain, 
how 
many, 
altogethe
r, 
answer, 
pattern, 
plan, 
check 

fair, 
even, 
groups, 
odd, 
unfair, 
spatial 
reasonin
g, 
visualise, 
viewpoin
t, 
problem-
solving, 
strategy, 
investiga
te, 



same, 
different,  
count 
forwards, 
count 
back,  
one 
more, 
add, 
after, 
one less, 
take 
away, 
before,  
how 
many? 
Rectangl
e, 
square, 
4,  
shapes, 
sides, 
straight, 
corner, 
flat, 
large, 
medium, 
small,  
before, 
after 

rectangle
, 2D, 
combine, 

sphere, 
cone, 
cylinder, 
square-
based 
pyramid, 
repeat, 
patterns 
in the 
environm
ent. 

3D 
shapes, 
build, 
pattern, 
next to, 
in front, 
behind,  

Understanding the 
World, Past and 
Present - History 

Winsford 
Family 
 

England 
Cheshire 
Occupati
on 
 

  History 
Past 
Present 
 

Future 
 

  King 
Queen 
 

Royal 
 

  

Understanding the 
World, People, 
Cultures and 
Communities – 
Geography, RE 

Harvest  
Thankful  
Autumn  
Pumpkin  
Scarecro
w  
Safe  

Wheat  
Crops  
Field  
Church  
Avoid  
 

Home 
House 
 
Diwali  
Hindus  
Sita  
Rama  

Flat 
Bungalo
w 
 
Puja Tray  

Rangoli  
Mehndi  

Shrove 
Tuesday  
Ingredien
ts  
Lent  
Easter  
Christian 

Batter  
Recipe  
Weight  
Sift  
Mix  
 

Earth 
 
Easter  
Hot cross 
buns  
Chicks  

Communi
ty 
Environm
ent 
 
Daffodils  
Angel  

Special  
Bible  
 

Quran  
Faiths  
 

Travel 
 
Favourite 
Worship 
 
 

Mosque  
Cathedra
l 
Synagogu
e  
Gurdwar
a 



Choice  
Risk  
Dangero
us  
 

  
Christma
sGod  
Church  
Nativity  
Christian 

 

Mosque  
Advent  
Wreath  
Shepard 

 
 

 Easter 
eggs  
lambs 
 

Tomb 

 
 

Understanding the 
World, The Natural 
World - Science 

Rain 
Snow 
Wind 
Sun 
Cold 
Hot 
 

Weather 
Season 
Winter 
Spring 
Summer 
Autumn 
 

See 
Feel 
hear 

Senses 
Rough 
Sense 
Smooth 

Cooking 
Pancake 
batter 

Shrove 
Tuesday 
ingredien
ts 

Seed 
Leaf 
Soil 
Flower 
Spring 
 

Germinat
e 
Stem 
Pollinate 
Seasons 
Blossom 
Habitat 
 

    

Computing Log in 
Log out 
Password 
Typing 
Search 
E-Book 
 

Private 
Search 
Text 
Voice 
Recordin
g 
 

Photo 
Camera 
Tune 
Note 

Speed 
Volume 

Backgrou
nd 
Edit 

Art 
Picture 
Drag/Dro
p 

Question 
Answer 
Sort 

Field 
Data 

E-Book 
Email 
Text 
Internet 

Personal 
Informati
on 
Connecti
on 

Compare 
Direction 
Left/Righ
t 

Data 
Record 
Results 
Question 

PSED Friend  
Happy  
Feeling 
Happy 
Sad Good 
Bad  

Brave Family 
Mum  
Dad 
StepMu
m/Dad 
Sleepy 

Strong Kindness 
Brother 
Sister 
Cry Hurt  

Proud 
Angry 
Behaviou
r 

Listening 
Talking 
Upset 
Tired 

Special 
Scared 

Uncle 
Aunty 
Love  
Excited  

Speaking 
Positive 
Confused 
 

Cousin 
Shy 
Worried 

Confiden
t 
Aware 
Positive 
Negative 
 
 

Gross Motor Skills - 
PE 

Fast 
High 
Jump 
Low 
Feet 
Hands 
Hop 
Jump 
Eyes 

Balance 
Control 
Link 
Stretch 
Pattern 
Carry 
Crawl 
Freeze 
Grip 
High 
Hold 
Low 
Music 

Climb 
Step 
Feet 
Stand 
Stop 
Reach 
Stretch 
crawl 
Ju,mp 
Dance 
Step 
Music 
Feet 

Alternate 
One foot 
Balance 
Hold 
carry 
Touch 
Roll 
Twist 
Turn 
Rhythm 
Beat 
Stretch 
Curl 

Balance 
Fast 
High 
Jump 
Link 
Low 
Stretch 
Pause 
Prepare 
Freeze 
High 
Low 
Music 

Control 
Pattern 
Switch 
Agility 

Pattern 
Shape 
Moveme
nt 
Team 
Work 
Choose 
Number 

Sequenc
e 
Timing 
Pathway 
Direction 
Cooperat
e 
Individua
l 
Partner 
Pair 
Collect 
Suits 

Climb 
Step 
Feet 
One foot 
Balance 
Stand 
Stop 
Each 
Stretch 
Hold 
Carry 
Touch 
Crawl 

Alternate 
Weight 
Slide 
Slither 
Apparatu
s 
Softly 
Powerful 

Weight 
Spin 
Slide 
Apparatu
s 
Freeze 
High 
Low 
Switch 
Beat 
Hop 
Jump 
Step 

Anticipat
e 
Grip 
Oppositi
on 
Baton 
Agility 
Den 
Trails 



One foot 
Pause 
Prepare 

High 
Low 
Fast 
slow 

 Beat Deck 
Cards 
Trail 
Body 
shape 

Jump 
Roll 
Hands 
Feet 
Roll 
Low 
Quietly 
Quickly 
Music 
Beat 

Under 
Through 
Around 
 

Being Imaginative and 
Expressive, Creating 
with materials – Art, 
DT 

Chalk 
Crayons   
Draw  
Drawing 
Lines 
Marks 
Objects  
Pen  
Pencil  
 

Pastels  
Size  
Self-
portrait 
 

Colour 
mixing 
Colour,  
Mix  
Objects, 
Paint  
Painntbr
ush  
  
Material  
Design  
Draw  
Move   
Up  
Down 

 

Experime
nt  
Primary 
colours  
Thick  
Thin   
Dab 
 

Pattern 
Repeatin
g Pattern 
Sponge 

 

Press  
Roll  
Stamp  
 

Fabric  
Weaving  
  
Connect  
Join   
Build  
 

Textiles  
Under  
  
Joining 
materials
- glue, 
tape, 
paper 
clip, 
elastic 
band, 
split pin, 
string  
Tall, 
short, 
long, 
thin, 
wide, 
strong  
 

Cut  
Join, 
Scissors 
Shape   
Snip  
 

Sort  
Tear  
Collage  
Mixing 

 
 

Model 
Modellin
g 
Shape 
Tools 

3D  
Model  
Pinch  
Sculpture 
Statue  
 

Being Imaginative and 
Expressive - Music 

Pulse 
Rhythm 

Pitch  
Tempo 

Pulse 
Rhythm 
 

Pitch  
Tempo 
 

Pulse 
Rhythm 
Pitch 

Tempo 
 

Pulse 
Rhythm 
Pitch 
 

Tempo 
 

Pulse 
Rhythm 
Pitch 
Tempo 

 Pulse 
Rhythm 
Pitch 
Tempo 

 

 


